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Press release
Damir Očko
Studies on Shivering: The Hunt

Studies on Shivering, the inaugural exhibition at the Kasia Michalski Gallery, is a continuation of a project by a young 
Croatian artist Damir Očko. At the starting point for the show was TK, a film originally shown at the Künstlerhaus 
Graz in early 2014. The work, whose title derives from a phonetic description of the sound made by chattering 
teeth, shows a group of nude men struggling to remain still on a meadow completely covered with snow, the eye of 
the camera following them as if they were a defenceless prey, vulnerable to be shot down by a hunter. The scene 
is intertwined with frames depicting a writing hand, a hand of an elderly man suffering from Parkinson. Očko thus 
creates a narrative on the need to control our bodies - a need intensified and politicised by the gaze of the observer; 
a gaze triggering a feeling of helplessness and shame.

In his first solo show in Warsaw, Očko resigns from presenting the video itself. Making use of various media, such as 
photography, drawing, musical scores, and poetry, he attempts to conduct a critical analysis of his own actions. By 
combining installations and drawings from the Studies on Shivering series shown in Graz together with the backstage 
documentation from the film set, in which we are able to observe appropriately dressed film crew pursuing the 
naked actors, he makes us realise the cruelty and unfairness of the original concept.

Press photos available here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ny8ha7p7o5kb155/AADzngW01cc1LJRDTQdGnaCDa?dl=0

Damir Očko was born in 1977 in Zagreb, where he now lives and works. A graduate from the Academy of Fine Arts 
in Zagreb, he creates videos, photography, installations and objects including sound, poetry as well as works on 
paper - photo-collages and scores - which document the creative investigations developed in the main film oeuvre 
of the artist. Očko has exhibited, among others, in Palais de Tokyo in Paris, at the Museum of Contemporary Art in 
Zagreb, Künstlerhaus Halle für Kunst und Medien in Graz and the Centre for Contemporary Art Zamek Ujazdowski 
in Warsaw. His works can be found in the collections of Louis Vuitton Foundation for Creation and CNAP - Centre 
national des arts plastiques in Paris or at the MUDAM in Luxembourg.

Kasia Michalski Gallery is a brand new gallery space located at the heart of Warsaw’s lively neighbourhood. 
Situated in a newly renovated Art Nouveau building on Poznańska Street, the gallery functions not only as a 
classic white cube focused on promoting and representing both up and coming as well as well-established artists 
and photographers from Poland and abroad, but also as a place of numerous cultural events, aiming at bringing 
contemporary art and photography closer to a wider public.

Opening: March 5th, 2015, 6-9 pm
The exhibition runs until April 16th


