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Press release • Warsaw, March 2016
Kasia Michalski is pleased to present 

Agnieszka Brzeżańska
Matrix-Sratrix

In Matrix-Sratrix, Agnieszka Brzeżańska’s first solo exhibition at the Kasia Michalski Gallery, the artist continues 
to develop her artistic practice by absorbing widely popular techniques of image making. The show features a new 
series of digital collages based on pictures circulating on the internet. Ruined cities, stills from popular movies 
or visualizations of cosmic phenomena merge and entwine to create surprising compositions dealing with topics 
currently relevant to the artist herself.

The title of the show alludes to the artist’s standpoint against our civilization’s dualist approach to reality. From 
Plato’s cave to Wachowski’s Matrix, the belief that we exist in a kind of inferior world has prevented us from enjoying 
and caring about our earthly existence – sensual pleasures were said to be either illusions, or to be entirely wrong. 
Brzeżańska, who believes that the Earth is a living organism, rejects this approach by adding the prefix ‘sra-’, derived 
from Polish ‘shit’, which is commonly used to devaluate things in a childlike manner.

Brzeżańska’s new digital collages induce a cognitive dissonance upon the viewers: their humorous form does not 
correspond to their often radical content. Similarly, a TV screen covered with gold leaf prevents us from seeing what 
is shown on the news, perversely inviting us to admire the shiny surface while simultaneously listening to the usually 
negative stream of information that flows in the background. The exhibition is complemented by Brzeżańska’s new 
paintings, adding a more abstract commentary to the figurative pieces.

Agnieszka Brzeżańska Born in 1972 in Gdańsk, she studied at the Academies of Fine Arts in Gdańsk and Warsaw 
and at the Tokyo University of Fine Arts and Music. In her work, she utilizes a variety of media such as painting, 
drawing, photography, film and ceramics in order to explore elusive links between various registers of knowledge 
from physics and philosophy to contemporary ecology and systems of cognition marginalized by modern science, 
such as alchemy, parapsychology, esotericism, native knowledge or matriarchal traditions. Her recent solo 
exhibitions include Ma Terra, Vera Munro, Hamburg (2015), It will all come easily with grace and joy, Marlborough 
Contemporary, London (2015), Ziemia rodzinna, Aleksander Bruno, Warsaw and Muzeum Współczesne Wrocław 
(2014) and Kobayashi Maru, Nanzuka, Tokyo (2014). Agnieszka Brzeżańska collaborates with Marlborough 
Contemporary in London, Nanzuka in Tokyo, Vera Munro in Hamburg and Kasia Michalski in Warsaw.

Opening: March 31st, 2016, 6 pm - 9 pm. 
The exhibition is open until May 25th, 2016, Tue-Sat, 12 - 7 pm

The exhibition is accompanied by a bilingual publication with essay by dr Łukasz Zaremba.
For more information and high resolution images please contact contact@kasiamichalski.com


